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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend claims 1-2, 7-8, 10, 12, 14, 16-17, 20 and 22 as follows: 




1 . (Cu-rrently Amended) In a general-purpose computer system, a lending library apparatus 
comprising: 

an electronic asset lending library database containing a plurality of user accounts and at 
least one license for one of a plurality of at/ u nused electronic asset s loaned by a user having one 
of the plurality of user accounts ; 

an account manager to maintain tlte user accounts; 

an asset manager to maintain the licenses for the unused electronic assets; and 
a loan manager to control the bom-owing of the license for the unused electronic asset by a 
borrow e r having a another user having ynother one of the plurality of user accounts^-a^d 

a notification manag e r to notify/ the borrower wh e n th e loan manag e r approv e s a loan to 
th e borrow e r of the lic e ns e for the unused electronic asset . 




2. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1 , further comprising a notification 
manager to notify the borrower when the loan manager approves a loan to the borrower of the 
license for the unused electronic asset wherein th e loan manag e r further controls th e l e nding of 
th e lic e nse for th e unused el e ctronic asset by a l e nd e r having anot her one of the plurality of us e r 
accounts . 



3. (Original) The apparatus jbf claim 1 , wherein: 

the account manager further maintains a subset of the plurality of user accounts as 
members of a one of a plurality of communities; 

the asset manager further pnaintains ownership of the license by one of the communities; 

and 



the loan manager restric 
borrower having a user account 
license. 



the borrowing of the license for the unused electronic asset to a 
i nembership in the same community having ownership of the 



(Original) The apparatus of claim 3, wherein: 
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the account manager further maintains^subset of the plurality of user accounts as 
members of a one of a plurality of access^ontrol lists; 

the asset manager further maintains an association between the access control list and the 
unused electronic asset; and / 

the loan manager further restricts the borrowing of the license for the unused electronic 
asset to a borrower haymg a user account listed in the access control list associated with the 
unused electronic^sset. 

5. ^Original) The apparatus of claim 4, wherein the access control list restriction is 
/ overridden in response to a request by a borrower not having a user account listed in the 
access control list associated with the unused electronic asset. 



6. (Cancelled) 




7. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim_2 4*, whereirbtne borrower notification is 
an electronic message addressed to the borrower and containing written instructions for 
installing for downloading the unused electronic ass^t. 

8. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of clakaf 2_4-, wherein the notification is 
communicated over a communications network. 

9. (Original) The apparatus of claim's, wherein the communications network is the 
Internet. / 

1 0. (Currently Amended) 'Die apparatus of claim_2 4-, further comprising: 

an electronic distribution mechanism to automatically install the unused electronic asset 
on the borrower's computer in response to the loan approval. 

1 1 . (Original) yThe apparatus of claim 3, wherein a community is one of a plurality of types 
of intra-organizational entities, including a project team, department, or division. 



App. No/09/541,443 
Docket/No. 042390.P7955 



A- 



Examiner: D. Greene 
Art Unit: 3621 



# 



12. (Currently Amended) A cbmputer-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions for performing: 
managing a plurality of user accounts; 

managing at least one license for on e of a plurality of an unused electronic assets loaned 
by a user having one of the plurality of user accounts ; 

controlling the borrowing of the at least one license for the unused electronic asset by a 
borrower another user having a another one of the plurality of user accounts; and 

notifying the borrower when a loan to the borrower of the license for the unused 
electronic asset is approved. 



13. (Original) The compiiter-readable medium of claim 12, wherein: 

managing the plurality of user accounts includes associating each user account with a one 

of a plurality of communities; 

managing the license includes associating the license with a one of the plurality of 

communities and assigning the; license to one of the plurality of user accounts; and 

controlling further includes restricting the borrowing to eligible borrowers, wherein an 

eligible borrower is associatec with the same community as the license. 



14. 



(Currently Amended) 
executable instructio 



The computer-readable medium of claim 1 3 having computer- 
for further performing: 
displaying the plurality of unused electronic assets; and 

reassigning the at l east on e license of the unused electronic asset to a second one another 



one of the plurality of user accounts in response to a selection of a on e of the plurality of unused 
electronic assets from the di: play by a borrower using the s e cond on e another one of the plurality 
of user accounts. 



15. (Original) Thecorriputer 
managing the plurali 

at least one of a plurality 

managing the license 

plurality of access control 



App. No. 09/541,443 v 
Docket No. 042390.P7955 



-readable medium of claim 14 wherein: 
of user accounts includes adding or deleting each user account into 
control lists or not; 
includes associating the unused electronic asset with a one of the 
likts; and 



liity 



of access 
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control list to which the eld 



controlling further ir eludes restricting the borrowing to a borrower listed on the access 



tronic asset is assigned. 



16. 



(Currently Amended) A method comprising: 
managing a plurality of user accounts; ■ 



unused electronic asset to 



generating a license and associated license restrictions for the another unused electronic 



asset according to the restrictions specified by the user requesting the loan; 



adding the license 



unused electronic assets: 



and 



controlling the 
electronic assets by a 
notifying the 



electronic asset is approx 



ae-licenses for eae-ef a plurality of unused electronic assets; 



managing at least 

receiving a requesi from a user of one of the plurality of user accounts to loan another 



another user of another of the plurality of user accounts; 



of the another unused electronic asset to the plurality of managed 



borrowing of th e at l e ast on e each license for the plural ity of u nused 
borrower having a one of the plurality of user accountsj-afid 
borrbw e r when a loan to the borrower of th e license for the unused 



4. 



1 7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 6, wherein: 

managing the plurality of user accounts includes associating each user account with a one 
of a plurality of commun ities; 

managing the licenses includes associating the each license with a one of the plurality of 
g the each license to one of the plurality of user accounts; and 
includes restricting the borrowing to eligible borrowers, wherein an 
iated with the same community as the license. 



communities and assignirt; 

controlling furtlu r 
eligible borrower is asso : 



18. 



(Previously 
communities is at 



19. 



(Previously 
plurality of unuse 1 



Amended) The method of claim 17, wherein the one of a plurality of 
organizational entity, including a division, department or team. 



Amended) The method of claim 1 6, further comprising displaying the 
electronic assets. 
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20. (Currently Amended) Tne method of claim 1 9, further comprising receiving reassigning 
th e at least on e license to a second one of the plurality of accounts in response to a 
selection of a one of the /plurality of unused electronic assets from the display by a 
borrower using th e s e cond one of the plurality of user accounts , approving a loan of the 
unused electronic asset/to the borrower based on the license restrictions associated with 
the unused electronic asset, and reassigning the license for the unused electronic asset to 
the borrower's user account. 



2 1 . (Previously Amendefl) The method of claim 1 6, wherein: 

managing the plurality of user accounts includes adding or deleting each user account into 
at least one of a plurality ofjaccess control lists or not; 

managing the license includes associating the unused electronic asset with a one of the 
lurality of access control lists; and 

controlling further ncludes restricting the borrowing to a borrower listed on the access 



control list to which the e 



22. 



(Currently Amend 

managing a plural 



jctronic asset is assigned. 

?d) A computer implemented method comprising: 
ty of user accounts: 



generating a licenj e and associated license restrictions for an unused electronic asset on a 
unused electronic asset loaned by a lender having one of the plurality 



lending library server , the 
of user accounts ; 

displaying to a bo rower having another one of the plurality of user accounts the license 
and associated license restrictions on a lending library client , wh e r e in th e l e nding library cli e nt is 

library s e rv e r ; 



23. (Original) The nlethod 
library client are c 



s e parate from th e l e nding 

receiving a borrower selection for the license and transferring the license to the borrower 
if eligible in accordance with the associated license restrictions; and 

transmitting to th<: borrower instructions for the installation of the unused electronic asset 
in compliance with the transferred license on the lending library client. 



of claim 22, wherein the lending library server and the lending 
onnected to a communications network. 
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24. (Original) The method of claim 22, wherein the as^iated license restrictions require 
the borrower to belong to a community, the coipmunity being the same community to 
which the unused electronic asset belongs. 



25. 



(Original) The method of claim 2#wherein the associated license restrictions further 
require the borrower to be listejJ^n an access control list associated with the unused 
electronic asset. 

(Original) The metfiod of claim 24, wherein the community is an organizational entity, 
including a division, department or team. 



l\ 27. (Previously Amended) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the electronic asset lending 
library database resides on a removable data storage device. 




28. / (Previously Amended) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the data storage device is a 
CD-ROM or a DVD-ROM. 



y 
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